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 Every event has a cause and nothing 
happens without any cause. The 
common sense belief in the principle 
of “causation has been the most 
fundamental presupposition of all 
scientific quest. 



 Causality is the relationship between an event 
(the cause) and a second event (the effect), 
where the second event is understood as a 
consequence of the first. 

 Though the causes and effects are typically 
related to changes or events, candidates 
include objects, processes, properties, 
variables, facts, and states of affairs; 
characterizing the causal relationship can be 
the subject of much debate 





 Ordinarily while talking of cause of an 
event we say that it come our of that 
thing e.g. it is quite a common way of 
saying that the earthen pots are made 
of a clay. Therefore, clay is the cause 
of earthen pots. 



 Cause is only temporarily prior to 
an event. It is by no means 
logically prior. Cause of an even 
comes before it in time. It does 
not logically come first. 

 

 



 

 The cause is deemed to stand in a sort 
of necessary relation to the event it 
produces. The necessity is not logical . 
It is of empirical nature. An event 
can’s ne thought of occurring in the 
absence of its cause 



 Cause can also be looked at as the set 
of conditions which necessitates the 
event. For the occurrence of any event 
certain set of conditions has to be 
fulfilled. A Cause is the whole set of 
condition which is responsible for the 
occurrence of an event. 



 The philosophical treatment of 
causality extends over millennia. In 
the Western philosophical tradition, 
discussion stretches back at least to 
Aristotle, and the topic remains a 
staple in contemporary philosophy. 





 The first clear reflection on the notion 
of cause is found in Aristotle’s 
thought. In his opinion cause is 
something that produces something 
else or bring about a change. He 
divides cause into four types i.e. 
formal, material, efficient and final 
cause. 



 The British empiricist John Lock has 
laboriously tried to prove that cause is 
a power which goes from one object 
to another object and produce an 
effect. 

 George Berkeley also thought it is 
obvious that cause is nothing but a 
power. 





 David Hume first time explicitly doubted over 
popular notion of cause. He inquired as to 
how do we know that this relation is 
necessary. He criticized the notion of cause 
as a power and because we never see the 
transfer of power from one object to another 
object. 

 He argued to the effect that the idea of causal 
relation as necessary relation is only and it is 
the outcome of human habit is. It is not 
factual. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Kant thinks that the idea of universal 
causation is not fact of matter but a category 
of understanding. 





 J.S.Mill , who had propounded the Method of 
Experimental Enquiry was supporter of the 
view that an event can take place due to more 
than one cause. Since he believed that many 
causes can produce an event, he gave 
superiority to the Method of Difference over 
the method of Agreement.  

 There is also a view that plurality of cause, is 
a false belief. 



 Here we have discussed nature of cause and its historical 
setting. Hope it will be beneficial for us. For more details we 
can use books on introductory logic.  It covers the basic 
knowledge of our course subject-matter. 
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